
 

St. Kitts and Nevis Grading and Display of Imported Fruits and Vegetables Regulation 1 
 2 

Introduction 3 
 4 
This regulation sets out the requirements for the grading, packaging, labeling, and display of fruits 5 
and vegetables imported into St. Kitts and Nevis. It is aimed at ensuring transparency, protecting 6 
consumers, and promoting fair trade practices by establishing clear quality standards for imported 7 
produce. 8 
 9 

Background 10 
 11 
St. Kitts and Nevis, like many small island nations, imports a wide range of fruits and vegetables to 12 
meet local demand and relies heavily on imports for its fruit and vegetable supply. To align with 13 
international best practices, this regulation follows the European Union's framework for grading and 14 
quality standards. Ensuring that these imported products meet high standards of quality and 15 
transparency is crucial for protecting consumers and maintaining market integrity. Establishing a 16 
robust framework for marketing regulations in this sector is essential. This regulation addresses the 17 
insuf�icient or lack of clear information in the current market and aims to promote high standards for 18 
all imported fruits and vegetables. 19 
 20 
Firstly, quality assurance is paramount. Imported fruits and vegetables must meet speci�ic quality 21 
standards to ensure they are safe and nutritious. This is vital for consumer protection, as poor quality 22 
or subpar products can pose health risks. By implementing stringent quality checks, we can prevent 23 
such risks and promote public health. 24 
 25 
Transparency and labelling are also critical components. Clear labelling allows consumers to make 26 
informed decisions about the products they purchase. Accurate labelling should include information 27 
on the origin, quality, and class of the product. This transparency builds consumer trust and ensures 28 
that they are aware of what they are buying, including any potential quality issues. 29 
 30 
Fair pricing is another important aspect. Ensuring that prices re�lect the quality of the products helps 31 
maintain fairness in the market. Categorizing products into different classes based on quality can help 32 
in pricing them accordingly. This prevents market distortions and protects consumers from being 33 
overcharged for subpar products. 34 
 35 
There are also signi�icant economic bene�its to implementing these regulations. High standards can 36 
enhance the competitiveness of the local market by ensuring that only quality products are sold. This 37 
can attract more consumers and potentially boost the economy. Additionally, adopting internationally 38 
recognized standards can improve trade relations and facilitate smoother import processes. 39 
 40 
In conclusion, implementing marketing regulations for the fruit and vegetables sector in St. Kitts and 41 
Nevis is essential for ensuring that consumers receive high-quality products. Establishing standards 42 
that promote transparency, fairness, and consumer protection will not only safeguard public health 43 
but also enhance market stability and economic growth. 44 
 45 
 46 



 

 47 

1 Scope 48 
This regulation applies to all imports, sale, and display of the following fruits and vegetables in St. 49 
Kitts and Nevis: apples, citrus fruits, kiwifruit, lettuces (including curled and broad-leaved endives), 50 
peaches, nectarines, pears, strawberries, sweet peppers, table grapes, tomatoes, and bananas. 51 

2 Terms and De�initions 52 
For the purposes of this regulation, the following terms are de�ined: 53 

2.1  54 
class I 55 
fruits and vegetables of superior quality, uniform in size, shape, and color, free from signi�icant defects 56 
 57 
2.2  58 
class II 59 
good quality products with minor defects in shape, size, or color, but still �it for consumption 60 
 61 
2.3  62 
class III 63 
lower-quality products with visible imperfections, though still safe to eat 64 
 65 
2.4  66 
grading 67 
the process of categorizing fruits and vegetables based on their appearance, size, and quality to 68 
ensure consistency 69 
 70 
2.5  71 
inspection 72 
the process of verifying that imported fruits and vegetables meet the quality and safety standards 73 
outlined in this regulation 74 
 75 
2.6  76 
labeling 77 
the provision of product information on packaging, including the origin, quality classi�ication, and 78 
weight of the product. 79 
 80 

3 Grading System 81 
All imported fruits and vegetables should be classi�ied according to a three-tier grading system 82 
based on external appearance, size, and internal quality. The classi�ication system is designed to 83 
re�lect the product's freshness, taste, and overall marketability. 84 

 85 

 86 



 

Fruit/Vegetable Class I Requirements Class II 
Requirements 

Class III 
Requirements 

Apples Firm, well-formed, 
vibrant color, no 
bruising. 

Slight color or size 
defects, no major 
bruising. 

Noticeable blemishes, 
minor bruising. 

Bananas Well-ripened, uniform 
size, no major 
blemishes. 

Some discoloration or 
minor size variations. 

Dark spots, bruising, 
or ripening spots. 

Citrus Fruits Bright, consistent 
color, no decay. 

Minor discoloration or 
size variation. 

Soft spots, some 
discoloration. 

Kiwifruit Intact, �irm, no cracks. Minor color or size 
variations. 

Deformed, slightly 
overripe. 

Lettuces/Endives Fresh, crisp, no 
wilting. 

Slight discoloration, 
mild wilting. 

Wilted, discolored. 

Peaches/Nectarines Ripe, fragrant, 
blemish-free. 

Minor bruising or size 
variations. 

Soft spots or overripe 
areas. 

Pears Firm, ripe, free from 
major defects. 

Slight size or color 
imperfections. 

Some bruising, 
ripening spots. 

Strawberries Bright red, fresh, no 
mold. 

Slight bruising or 
uneven color. 

Soft, bruised, or 
overripe. 

Sweet Peppers Glossy, no soft spots, 
uniform color. 

Minor shape or size 
defects. 

Wrinkling or slight 
deformities. 

Table Grapes Firm, well-formed, 
attached to stems. 

Some size or stem 
color variation. 

Soft spots, loose 
grapes. 

Tomatoes Ripe, �irm, free from 
cracks. 

Slight cracks or green 
parts visible. 

Soft, cracked, or 
blemished. 

 87 

4 Packaging and Labeling 88 

4.1 Labeling Requirements 89 

4.1.1 Product origin: Country of origin should be clearly marked. 90 

4.1.2 Grading: Each product should be labeled with its corresponding grade (Class I, II, or III). 91 

4.1.3 Weight/Size: Net weight or size of the fruit should be indicated. 92 

4.1.4 Expiration: Best-before date where applicable. 93 
 94 

4.2 Packaging Standards 95 

4.2.1 Imported fruits and vegetables should be packaged in materials that maintain freshness, 96 
prevent damage, and reduce spoilage. 97 

4.2.2 Packaging should be transparent and in compliance with SKNBS regulations, allowing 98 
consumers to inspect product quality. 99 

 100 



 

5 Display Requirements 101 

5.1 Retailers must ensure the proper display of all fruits and vegetables, maintaining appropriate 102 
temperatures and storage conditions to avoid spoilage. Class I products should be clearly 103 
labeled and displayed as premium, while Class III products should be distinctly labeled to 104 
avoid misleading consumers. 105 

 106 

6 Inspection and Enforcement 107 

6.1 The St. Kitts and Nevis Bureau of Standards (SKNBS) will conduct routine inspections of 108 
imported products to ensure compliance with the grading, labeling, and display regulations.  109 

6.2 Retailers found in violation of these standards will be subject to penalties, including �ines, 110 
product removal, and potential suspension of import privileges. 111 
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